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Holland Sheptierd and I visited the Desert Mound mine site on
July 7, 1988 to-rierify the extent and success of reclamation work
that had been per.forrned by U. S. Steel Corporation. Mr. Roy Benson,
now with Geneva S,tee1 stated that he was no longer responsible for
the site and suggfested that we contact Mr. Thon-Gin, ol U. S. Steel
for specifics regarding this site.

I
The main mind site facilities have been dismantled and removed.

Areas adjacent t{ tfre pits have been regraded and reseeded.
Revegetation suc{ess is highly variabl-e over the mine site. Some
areas show good r4egetative cover while other areas remain barren.
The old plant sitle area which has not been retopsoiled, has residual
black fiies (magdetite) on the surface, and'extrLbits the poorest'revegetation succ]ess. No measurable vegetative success of the
reclamation seedi'ng was evident. This area only has some russian
thistLe, koshia, iand halogeton growing.

I
We were inforimed by D0GM staff member, Frank Fi1as, that during

last years fieLd linspection, Frank Jensen, of the Division,
requestgd that t4" operator perform some additionaL reseeding on^the
areas showing pocir success. A letter from USX, dated September 2,
1987, indicates {hat several species of plants were broadcast onto
portions of the slite that summer. We coutd not visually confirm
that this work hdd been performed.

I
No soil admerldments were added to the site. A1so, since

reseeding was dode during the sunmer months the germination success
would al-most cerdainly have been limited.

IIt is our opilnion that the operator may need to reseed the area
using soil adrnendments to supplernent the very poor soil conditions
existing on this isite. Alternatively an option might be to perform
recl-ama[ion on so'me of the adjacent i'grandiatheredn areas wh-ich may
prove more favorajble to revegetation etforts. The Division will
iitefy require tde operator fo wait another year to re-evaluate the
vegetative cover.! Release of the operatorrs reclamation obLigation
will be suspendedl until that time.
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requirements for ithis mine site.

dwh/jb
cc: L. Braxton

H. Shepherd
Thon Gin, U.
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Field Inspection,! U. S . Steel Corp,
Desert Mound Mind, I'tIl02L/003

- . t-personnel for September L4, 1988 to work out the final reclamation

S. Steel


